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The Future Starts Now ....
The world has changed and the skills students need to succeed in the 21st

Century have changed, too. Businesses want employees who know how to
think and solve problems. They want workers who can collaborate and com-
municate with colleagues and customers.

As part of its efforts to ensure students are college and career ready, Idaho
Falls School District 91 has made substantial changes to its secondary
schools. Some of the changes are in response to the Students Come First 
legislation that became law in 2011 and radically changed education in Idaho.
Other changes were made to give families more choices.

The changes include:
• Creation of a new Magnet High School @ Clair E. Gale that will open

in Fall 2012 with 150 slots for freshman and 150 slots for sophomores. An-
other class will be added each year until within three years it will be a four-
year high school with 600 students.

• The realignment of secondary school boundaries to create a direct
feeder system with Eagle Rock feeding Skyline High School and Tay-
lorview feeding Idaho Falls High School.

• Moving 9th graders to the high schools, which will give students 
access to a wider array of classes and more opportunities to earn college credit
in high school. In addition, it will allow the district to convert its junior high
schools into middle schools that will better meet the academic and emotional
needs of 7th and 8th graders as they make the transition to high school. 

The district is very excited about these changes, especially the conversion
to middle schools that research shows can better provide students with the
supportive environment they need to make the successful transition to high
school and eventually college and the world of work.

Hallmarks of a middle school include:
• Advisory period: Advisory periods allow faculty to meet with small

groups of students so students have a chance to connect with caring adults and
activities that can help them successfully navigate the rough spots during the
middle years.

While advisory has been part of the school day for our 7th and 8th graders
for many years, they will have a richer experience and benefit from a
revamped advisory curriculum designed to help students meet their academic
goals.

Research shows the effects of a successful advisory period include: 
improved academic achievement; increased test scores; improved student 
attitudes; improved student-teacher relationships; declined number of drop
outs and a more successful transition to high school.

• Team Planning: Team planning allows teachers to work together to bet-
ter meet the academic and emotional needs of students. Again, teachers have
teamed in the past, but because they won’t have to take the needs of 9th grade
students into account, it will be easier for them to align curriculum and 
address the academic, developmental, social and personal needs of 7th and 8th
grade students.

• Schedule Designed For 7th & 8th Graders: Without having to meet the
scheduling needs of 9th graders, which are aligned to the high schools, admin-
istrators will be able to design a schedule especially for middle school 
students.

The new schedule will give students a wider vareity of electives that will
allow them to explore their interests and think about what they want to do in
college and the world of work. 

Did You
Know?

Idahoans who end their education
with a high school diploma can

expect to earn half of what those
with a 4-year degree earn.

Idaho Dept. of Labor, 2010

People with just a high school
diploma are 5 times more likely

to be out of work
for more than 6 months

compared to those who have a
college degree.

Wall Street Journal, Sept. 20, 2010
(“College Grads Expand

Lead in Job Security”)

It’s estimated that a college degree
is worth more than $1 million in

additional lifetime earnings
compared to a high school diploma.

U.S. Census Bureau

In the future, 2 out of 3 new jobs
in Idaho will require more than

a high school education.
Idaho Dept. of Labor, 2010

(Georgetown University Center for
Education and the Workforce Report)

The world has changed. To compete
and succeed in this new world, a good
education is more important than ever.
Here are some things to consider as
your child plans his/her future.

70% of college graduates have jobs
with employer-provided health 

insurance or pension plans.
The Christian Science Monitor
(Top 10 Benefits of a College Degree,

College Board Report)
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Students can’t learn if they aren’t
in class. Attendance is critical to 
student achievement.

If students don’t attend class 
regularly, they risk missing important
concepts and may have a 
difficult time making up the work.

It is important that everyone –
students, parents, guardians, teachers
and administrators – make regular 
attendance a priority.

Idaho Falls School District 91’s at-
tendance policy is designed to:

• Provide students with successful
learning experiences in every class

• Increase teacher effectiveness by
reducing classroom interruptions

• Provide structure for student 
attendance

If students have more than 5 ab-
sences  in a class in a  trimester, they

may lose credit for that
course, which
means they’ll
fail it regardless
of the grade they
receive in the
class. (Absences 
related to family
deaths, school 

activities or medical appointments
are excluded.)

In addition, school attendance is
mandated by law, and students could
be reported to law enforcement 
officials for truancy if they don’t reg-
ularly attend school. 

If your child is going to be absent,
make sure you call the school to ex-
cuse them. Tell the attendance clerk
if the absence is due to an illness, a
doctor’s appointment, death in the
family, etc. 

Use PowerSchool to monitor your
child’s absences and make sure he or
she isn’t at risk of losing credit be-
cause of too many absences. 

Students can make up absences by
attending Saturday School. Students
can make up to 5 hours per trimester
per class for verified absences. For
more information or to make
arrangements for Saturday School,
call your school.

Helping Your Child Succeed Attendance
is ImportantThe middle school years – 7th and 8th grade – are important. Students begin 

gaining the skills and learning the things critical to success
in high school and the world beyond.

For students, the keys to success are: 
• Learning to organize school work, perhaps using a
planner to keep track of assignments.
• Developing good study habits, such as working hard
and using time wisely.
• Alerting parents and teachers to problems, such as
struggling with an assignment or not understanding a
concept.
• Thinking about what you want to do in the future, such as researching 
careers or fields of interest.

The middle school years have always been important but now those 
classes really count. The State Board of Education unveiled a new credit system
in 2010 that requires students to earn 80% of their total credits before being 
allowed to move on to the next grade. If they don’t, students may have to repeat
that grade or earn credits through an alternate route.

Why did  the state change  the requirements  for 7th and 8th graders? The
changes are part of the state’s efforts to ensure that students are prepared for the
rigors of high school and the world beyond.

How did the changes come about? The State Board of Education created the Mid-
dle Level Task Force in 2007 to create a system to ensure all students are prepared

for success in high school, to increase the academic engagement
and accountability of 7th and 8th graders, and to establish pos-
itive relationships and support for students.

How will the changes affect students in Idaho Falls School
District 91? Students have to attain 80% of the total credits
attempted during any school year in order to move on to
the next grade. If they don’t, they must repeat that grade.

What happens if they don’t earn the necessary cred-
its? If students don’t earn the necessary credits, they

would not be able to move on to the next grade level. They
would have to earn the necessary credits through an alternate route. 

Parents, teachers and principals would meet with students who need additional help
and discuss options and determine the best alternatives.

What other help is available? Idaho Falls School District 91 is committed to help-
ing students succeed. Teachers will monitor students throughout the year, and if
they’re struggling – failing academically, attending school sporadically or chroni-
cally misbehaving – they will look at intervening early. The interventions might 
include parent involvement or additional support/work to reinforce concepts. 

Looking for a waiver? 
The changes to the secondary schools included a boundary change, which aligned

the middle school boundaries with the high school boundaries.
If you were affected by the boundary change, you could apply for a waiver, which

would allow you to attend the school you’ve traditionally attended. Waiver 
applications will be available at school offices beginning April 1. To be 
considered for fall 2012, they must be returned to the school you want to attend
by May 9. Decisions will be announced in August. 



A Strong Start ... Planning For 7th Grade
Students:

1. Stay organized! Use your
school-provided planner to keep
track of assignments, projects, and

tests.
2. Ask for help. If you’re feeling over-

whelmed or confused, talk to a teacher,
counselor, or parent.  The adults in your life
have all had similar experiences and can
help.

3. Make good use of class time. Home-

work should be minimal if you make good
use of your time in class.

4. Don’t procrastinate or fall behind. If
you start to get behind, let an adult (teacher,
counselor or parent) know so that they can
help you determine the best way to catch up
with the least amount of stress.

5. Have fun! 7th grade is a wonderful
time to make new friends, try new things,
join new clubs and develop a life beyond 
elementary school.

Parents: 
1. Don’t be scared! Middle school
is not the “big, bad, scary place” we
all remember from childhood.  Your

child will be supported by a team of teach-
ers and other adults dedicated to his or her
educational success.

2. Make PowerSchool your friend. If
you do not have a username and password
for your child, request one from the Coun-
seling Office.

PowerSchool gives you access to your
child’s grades in all classes, plus grades for
all assignments in those classes. This tool
can give you good information about your

child’s current performance in school.
3. Communicate with teachers, coun-

selors, and/or administrators. The goal is
for students to learn to advocate for them-
selves, but it is sometimes necessary for par-
ents to intervene.

You can easily communicate with teach-
ers, counselors or administrators using
email, telephone or personal meetings,
which may require prior scheduling. 

4. A heavy homework load is not the
goal of 7th grade teachers. Some home-
work will be assigned occasionally, but if
students make effective use of their class-
room time, homework should be minimal.

7th Grade
Required Courses:

• English or Honors English

• Mathematics
Students are placed in Math 2,
Math 3 or Algebra 1A based on 6th
grade performance and placement
tests.

• Life Science

• World Studies

• Reading 

• Electives
Students can earn a total of six
elective credits each year. Students
can choose from yearlong classes
that count for three elective credits
or trimester classes that count for
one elective credit.

• Advisory

. . . Notes . . .
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8th Grade
Required Courses:

• English or Honors English

• Mathematics

Students are placed in Math 3, Algebra
1A or Algebra 1B based on the classes
they took in 7th grade.

• Earth Science

• American History, Honors
American History or PACE
Projects
Students are placed in Honors Ameri-
can History based on teacher recom-
mendations, grades in 7th grade
history and ISAT reading scores.

• Health/PE/Reading
Students will take one of these classes
each trimester to learn essential life
skills.

• Electives
Students can earn a total of six elective
credits each year. Students can choose
from yearlong classes that count for
three elective credits or trimester
classes that count for one elective
credit.

• Advisory

A Solid Foundation ... Planning For 8th Grade
Students:

1. Fine tune your study skills.
Continue using/improving the
strategies you developed in 7th

grade to keep up with your school work
and do well in school. 

Look for ways to improve your study
habits. When you have an upcoming test,
spend time reviewing your materials on your
own and then ask for help if you need it.

Developing good study habits now will
help you succeed in high school and beyond.

2. Give the 8th grade ACT EXPLORE
test your best effort and take the results se-
riously. 

The test is given in January and gives you
and your parents a sense of your academic
strengths and areas that need greater effort,
as well as useful career or college planning
information.

3.Take advantage of the four-year high
school planning process in the spring. Good
planning and effort will maximize your op-
portunities in high school. Think about what
you want to do and work with your parents
and counselor to develop a good plan.

4. Learn to advocate for yourself with
your teachers. Let them know when you’re
having trouble and ask for extra help when
you need it.  

Parents:
1. Encourage your child to 
develop good study habits. Ask
questions about upcoming tests or

projects and help your child incorporate
study time into his or her day.

2. Attend the “Your Future Starts
Now” presentation at your child’s school in
the spring.

You’ll learn about opportunities in high
school that will best prepare your child for
college and the world of work, and you’ll re-
ceive an interpretation of his or her ACT EX-
PLORE test results.

The test, given in January, provides you
and your child with useful career or college
planning information and identifies aca-
demic strengths and areas that may need
greater effort.

3.   Work with your child to develop a
four-year high school plan that will help
them meet their college and career goals.
Counselors begin working with students in
March.  

4.   Encourage your child to communi-
cate regularly with teachers and others in
the school. 

iv





7TH GRADE COURSES
1

CORE REQUIREMENTS
7 EnglishLA120 Year Credit: 3

7th Grade English: Consists of 6 concept-based units connected to the 7th 
grade reading course.  Instruction will include vocabulary, expository and 
informational text, writing process and structure, language, listening, and 
speaking.  Students will write in a variety of modes including expository, 
narrative, persuasive, and literary analysis.  Students will develop skills in critical 
reading, reflection, research, collaboration, and oral communication.

7 English HonorsLA130 Year Credit: 3

7th Grade Honors English: Provides students with a rigorous curriculum of 6 
concept-based units that teaches to the same standards as the English 7 
course.  At the honors level, however, extended learning activities will require 
students to increase their use of critical thinking skills to include analysis, 
synthesis, and evaluation.  The curriculum moves at an accelerated pace with a 
more concentrated focus.

7 ReadingLA160 Year Credit: 3

7th Grade Reading: Consists of 6 concept-based units connected to the English 
7 curriculum.  Students will receive specific and intensive instruction in order to 
improve reading comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, and ability to read a 
variety of materials.  Students will learn and practice a variety of specific reading 
strategies that they can use when reading fiction and non-fiction texts.

Math 2MA122 Year Credit: 3

Math 2: A transition from arithmetic to pre-algebra for students already proficient 
with arithmetic skills. Concrete format allows for an efficient transition from 
arithmetic to Math 3. All five state standards are emphasized. Topics include 
operations and properties of rational numbers, problem solving, translating 
expressions and equations, and writing and solving equations and inequalities. 

Math 3MA222 Year Credit: 3

Math 3: The transition to Algebra. Algebraic connections are made among the 
five state standards although the algebra standard is the primary emphasis. For 
students already proficient with Math 2 concepts. Topics include properties of 
real numbers, evaluating exponential expressions, solving multi-step equations 
and fractional equations, problem solving with equations and inequalities, 
graphing linear equations, and analyzing linear graphs.

Prerequisite:Math 2 
(MA122, MA211)

Algebra IAMA440 Year Credit: 3

Algebra IA: Based on the Common Core State Standards for math, this course 
takes an in-depth study of Algebra.  Topics include ratios, proportions, and 
percents; simplifying expressions; linear equations and inequalities; techniques 
of graphing; operations with polynomials; quadratic equations and functions; 
and radical expressions and equations. 

Prerequisite:Math 3 
(MA130, MA222)

7 Exploratory ClassPD008 Year Credit: 3

7th Exploratory Classes: Designed to expose 7th grade students to core 
academic and life skills. Includes Public Speaking, Computer Skills and Physical 
Education.

7 Life ScienceSC120 Year Credit: 3

7 Life Science: An exploratory introduction to the world of Biology.  Using inquiry 
methods, students discover animal behavior, disease, body systems, genetics 
and ecology.  Students learn through cooperative learning, laboratory 
experiments, hands-on activities and projects to uncover the science of life.

Fee Approval Required$ 7TH
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7 World StudiesSS120 Year Credit: 3

7 World Studies: A general introduction of the geographic, cultural, political, and 
economic structures of selected nations with an emphasis on people. Current 
events enrich the subject matter. Notebooks, reports, and map assignments are 
required. Includes Prehistory, Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Ancient 
India, and Ancient China. The Modern Middle East and Modern South Asia and 
China are also studied.

ELECTIVES
ChoirIntro-Sopr/AltoFA303 2 or 3 Trimester Credit: 2

Introduction to Choir - Soprano/Alto: Beginning class for the untrained 
soprano/alto voice. Basic music skills and vocal techniques are taught, with a 
special emphasis on the changing voice. Students learn unison or two-part 
music and participate in at least one performance per trimester.  Course meets 
for two trimesters; students may register separately for a third trimester for 
additional credit.

ChoirIntro-Tenor/BassFA304 2 or 3 Trimester Credit: 2

Introduction to Choir - Tenor/Bass: Beginning class for the untrained tenor/bass 
voice. Basic music skills and vocal techniques are taught, with a special 
emphasis on the changing voice. Students learn unison or two-part music and 
participate in at least one performance per trimester.  Course meets for two 
trimesters; students may register separately for a third trimester for additional 
credit.

Choir - MixedFA337 2 or 3 Trimester Credit: 2

Mixed Choir: A soprano/alto/tenor/bass group with emphasis on music 
fundamentals and vocal singing. Proper vocal techniques are learned through 
singing and performing. Students are introduced to singing parts and musical 
interpretation through a variety of music. Performances are required.   Course 
meets for two trimesters; students may register separately for a third trimester 
for additional credit.

Band-BeginningFA400 Year Credit: 3

Beginning Band: A full-year course in which the basic elements of playing a 
band instrument are taught. Previous band experience is not necessary. 
Performances are required. Students must provide their own instruments.

Band-IntermediateFA420 Year Credit: 3

Intermediate Band: For students with previous musical experience, either 
through band or private lessons. The student will supply 1) an instrument in 
good working condition; 2) all accessories related to the instrument; and 3) 
method books. Performances and full rehearsals are required.

Prerequisite:Prior 
instrumental experience or 
teacher permission

Orchestra-BeginningFA455 Year Credit: 3

Beginning Orchestra: For students interested in learning to play the violin, viola, 
cello, or string bass. The basics of string playing including music reading, 
technique, instrument care, and ensemble skills are taught. Previous musical 
experience is not necessary. Performances are required. 

Orchestra-IntermedFA460 Year Credit: 3

Intermediate Orchestra: For students with previous musical experience, either 
through a string group or private lessons, which allows continued studies on a 
particular instrument. Popular and classical string music are studied with 
emphasis on ensemble and performance. Music fundamentals and sight reading 
are reinforced. Performances required. 

Prerequisite:Prior 
instrumental experience.

Fee Approval Required$7TH
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Art - IntroPD010t $Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to Art: Students explore various art forms and techniques as an 
introductory course through the elements and principles of art and design. 
Successful completion of assignments will be achieved through two-dimensional 
and three-dimensional approaches using a variety of media.

Technology-IntroPD032t $Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to Technology: Introduces students to those principles and skills 
used in subsequent technology courses.  Students learn to sketch solutions to 
problems, create technical drawings and presentations, build models and apply 
creative problem solving methods. Exploring the fields of manufacturing, graphic 
design, and construction, classes may also include measurement, structural 
engineering, aerodynamics, digital video, digital imaging, welding, robotics, 
machining and computer-aided design, and woodworking.

Foreign Lang-IntroPD050t Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to Foreign Languages:  Introduces students to a variety of 
languages and cultures which may include Russian, German, French, and 
Spanish. A general survey course and not a prerequisite for later language 
classes. Students  leave the class better informed when choosing a foreign 
language to learn. 

Child Care - IntroPD082t $Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to Child Care: Explores factors that affect personal development 
including personal values, setting goals, peer pressure and its effect on 
personal behavior.  Explore relationships in the family and with friends to 
develop supportive relations.  Identify stages of development and age 
appropriate play activities for children.  Discuss how children learn.  Identify safe 
guidelines for babysitting children.

Apparel/Design-IntroPD083t $Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to Apparel and Design: Helps early adolescents explore values, 
goals and decision making.  Students also explore the elements of design and 
put them into practice through projects.  Students will learn how to effectively 
use and operate a sewing machine, construct items from a pattern, and will 
learn basic mending skills. 

Food/Nutrition-IntroPD086t $Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to Food and Nutrition: Helps early adolescents explore the basics of 
nutrition and wellness and how to prepare a variety of healthy snacks.  Students 
will research different food groups and present them to the class.  This course 
also includes a unit on communication skills.

Fee Approval Required$ 7TH



8TH GRADE COURSES
4

CORE REQUIREMENTS
8 EnglishLA220 Year Credit: 3

8th Grade English: Offers in-depth studies of literary selections connected to 6 
concept-based units and advanced literary response skills.  Students will study 
a variety of texts and will write in a variety of modes including narrative, 
expository, persuasive, and literary analysis.  Students will develop skills in 
critical reading, reflection, revision, research, collaboration, and oral 
communication.

8 English HonorsLA230 Year Credit: 3

8th Grade Honors English: Provides students with a challenging curriculum of 6 
concept-based units that teaches to the same standards as the English 8 
course.  At the honors level, extended learning activities will require students to 
increase their use of critical thinking skills to include analysis, synthesis, and 
problem solving.  The curriculum moves at an accelerated pace with a more 
concentrated focus.

8 ReadingLA260 Trimester Credit: 1

8th Grade Reading: Students will learn specific and efficient fiction and non-
fiction reading strategies and organizational skills to support academic success 
in middle school.  Students will learn and apply critical thinking skills to analyze 
and summarize a variety of text types.

Math 3MA222 Year Credit: 3

Math 3: The transition to Algebra. Algebraic connections are made among the 
five state standards although the algebra standard is the primary emphasis. For 
students already proficient with Math 2 concepts. Topics include properties of 
real numbers, evaluating exponential expressions, solving multi-step equations 
and fractional equations, problem solving with equations and inequalities, 
graphing linear equations, and analyzing linear graphs.

Prerequisite:Math 2 
(MA122, MA211)

Algebra IAMA440 Year Credit: 3

Algebra IA: Based on the Common Core State Standards for math, this course 
takes an in-depth study of Algebra.  Topics include ratios, proportions, and 
percents; simplifying expressions; linear equations and inequalities; techniques 
of graphing; operations with polynomials; quadratic equations and functions; 
and radical expressions and equations. 

Prerequisite:Math 3 
(MA130, MA222)

Algebra IBMA441 Year Credit: 3

Algebra IB: A continued in-depth study of Algebra. Topics include ratios, 
proportions, and percents; simplifying expressions; linear equations and 
inequalities; techniques of graphing; operations with polynomials; quadratic 
equations and functions; and radical expressions and equations. 

Prerequisite:Algebra IA 
(MA440)

8 HealthPE100 Trimester Credit: 1

8 Health: An in-depth study of the mental, social, and physical aspects of health. 
An emphasis is placed on the student's role in achieving health in these three 
areas. 

8 Physical EdPE220 Trimester Credit: 1

8 Physical Education: Required co-educational program focusing on the 
fundamentals of fitness and conditioning. Activities include aerobics, individual 
sports, team sports, games, and sports for life.

8 Earth ScienceSC220 Year Credit: 3

8 Earth Science: Designed to guide students to a new awareness of the world 
around them.  Students will investigate the nature of science. Laboratory 
experiences and inquiry will be used to enhance understanding.

Fee Approval Required$8TH
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8 American HistorySS220 Year Credit: 3

8 American History: A study of American History, beginning in the 1700's. 
Includes the colonization of North America, the causes and effects of the 
American Revolution, the development of the U.S. Constitution, western 
expansion, and sectional conflicts resulting in the Civil War. 

8 Hnr AmHistorySS260 Year Credit: 3

8 Honors American History: A research-based, project-oriented class taken in 
lieu of 8 American History. The  focus is on elements of the American History 
curriculum, independent research skills,  and research projects. Independent 
research projects and group projects should be expected.

PACE Humanities ProjSS265 Year Credit: 3

Program for Academic & Creative Education - Humanities Projects for Learning: 
If you are interested in an engaging and challenging project-based class, the 
Projects for Learning class is for you. Students will study history, humanities, 
philosophy, world religions, and student-selected topics. Additionally, they will 
explore the process of law, participate in mock trials, and learn independent 
research skills. Students will have an opportunity to participate in academic 
competitions. Mentorships may be possible. Register in place of  8 American 
History.

Prerequisite:7th PACE or 
qualifying test score

ELECTIVES
Film TechCM190 Trimester Credit: 1

Technology of Film: Students will understand styles of film, special effects, 
design, genre, history, structure, evaluation and appreciation.  Provides a visual 
connection between storytelling, technology, acting and communication through 
a performance-based art form.

Publishing-Yearbook ICM420 Trimester Credit: 1

Publishing Yearbook I: Develops  technology skills for print, including the 
planning, designing, and development of publications. Application of pagination, 
layout and design concepts, using industry-standard graphic design and 
publishing software. Final project is producing the school yearbook. May request 
up to 3 times per school year.

CompApps I-OfficeCS120 Trimester Credit: 1

Computer Applications I - Office: Introduces students to computer applications 
used for solving business problems. Topics include operating systems and file 
management; word processing for creating business documents; spreadsheet 
software for storing data and solving mathematically based problems; and 
presentation software to support the delivery of effective presentations.

CompApps I-PublishCS155 Trimester Credit: 1

Computer Applications I - Publishing: Develops proficiencies in the planning, 
designing, and development of business and promotional documents 
(newsletters, magazines, advertisements, etc.) using industry standard 
pagination, design concepts, and graphic design software.  Includes an 
introduction to operating systems, file management, and desktop publishing.  
Keyboarding speed and accuracy are part of required competencies. 

Drama 1 - Theater BasicsFA070 Trimester Credit: 1

Drama 1 - Basics of Theater: For the beginning drama student.  Introduces the 
basics of acting and play production. Students will learn improvisation, 
pantomime, voice, diction, and acting.  There will be written and performance 
projects.  Structure, varieties of drama and history may be included.  Requires 
performing in front of an audience.

Fee Approval Required$ 8TH
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Drama 2 - ActingFA071 Trimester Credit: 1

Drama 2 - Acting: Provides advanced study in improvisation, pantomime, voice, 
acting and directing.  At least one class production will be done.  Student 
performance is required.  After-school rehearsals may be required. The group 
final is a directed scene or play performed for an audience.

Prerequisite:Drama 1

Drama 3 - Tech TheaterFA072 Trimester Credit: 1

Drama 3 - Technical Theatre:  For drama students interested in scenic design, 
stagecraft, light and sound design, costume and makeup techniques, and 
publicity.  Students will demonstrate their technical knowledge through a variety 
of class projects.  After-school rehearsals may be required to technically support 
school drama productions.

Prerequisite:Drama 1

3D Design CraftsFA100 $Trimester Credit: 1

3-Dimensional Design - Crafts: Introduces techniques in sculpture for both relief 
and three-dimensional projects to include paper, plaster, ceramics, wire, paper-
mache, and scrap materials.  Form, shape and texture will be stressed as well 
as skill in the use of appropriate tools.

Mixed MediaFA155 $Trimester Credit: 1

Mixed Media: For students interested in combining media to create original art.  
Mixed media applications and varying subject matter will be explored. There will 
be an emphasis on collage, printmaking and sculpture.

Drawing IFA200 $Trimester Credit: 1

Drawing I: A study of the basic elements of art and techniques of drawing. 
Perspective, still life, landscape, animal and other subjects will be taught. A 
variety of mixed media such as graphic pencils, colored pencils, pen and ink, 
charcoal, pastels and other drawing techniques will be used.

PaintingFA230 $Trimester Credit: 1

Painting: Explore different approaches to painting and painting techniques using 
a variety of media: oil and/or acrylic paint and/or watercolor. Learn  basic 
principles of form, value, and color. Study various artists, styles, techniques and 
periods of art history. May repeat.

ChoirBegin-Sopr/AltoFA313 2 or 3 Trimest Credit: 2

Beginning Choir - Soprano/Alto: Continues developing the basic music and 
vocal skills learned in Choir I. Students learn two- or three-part music and 
participate in at least one performance per trimester. Course meets for two 
trimesters; students may register separately for a third trimester for additional 
credit.

ChoirBegin-Tenor/BassFA314 2 or 3 Trimest Credit: 2

Beginning Choir - Tenor/Bass: Continues developing the basic music and vocal 
skills learned in Choir I. Students learn two- or three-part music and participate 
in at least one performance per trimester. Course meets for two trimesters; 
students may register separately for a third trimester for additional credit.

Choir - MixedFA337 2 or 3 Trimest Credit: 2

Mixed Choir: A soprano/alto/tenor/bass group with emphasis on music 
fundamentals and vocal singing. Proper vocal techniques are learned through 
singing and performing. Students are introduced to singing parts and musical 
interpretation through a variety of music. Performances are required.   Course 
meets for two trimesters; students may register separately for a third trimester 
for additional credit.

Fee Approval Required$8TH
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Band-IntermediateFA420 Year Credit: 3

Intermediate Band: For students with previous musical experience, either 
through band or private lessons. The student will supply 1) an instrument in 
good working condition; 2) all accessories related to the instrument; and 3) 
method books. Performances and full rehearsals are required.

Prerequisite:Prior 
instrumental experience or 
teacher permission

Band - ConcertFA440 Year Credit: 3

Concert Band:  For students with previous musical experience, either through 
band or private lessons. Performances are required. The student will supply 1) 
an instrument in good working condition; 2) all accessories related to the 
instrument; and 3) method books.

Prerequisite:Prior 
instrumental experience or 
teacher permission

Orchestra-IntermedFA460 Year Credit: 3

Intermediate Orchestra: For students with previous musical experience, either 
through a string group or private lessons, which allows continued studies on a 
particular instrument. Popular and classical string music are studied with 
emphasis on ensemble and performance. Music fundamentals and sight reading 
are reinforced. Performances required. 

Prerequisite:Prior 
instrumental experience.

Guitar IFA570 Trimester Credit: 1

Guitar I: Starts from the very beginning, learning note reading, chords, basic 
theory, history and, of course, playing music. Each student must obtain his/her 
own acoustic guitar and the method book requested by the teacher. May take up 
to 3 trimesters.

Guitar IIFA572 Trimester Credit: 1ONLY Meets at: ERJH

Guitar II: Continues the topics in beginning guitar. Individual and small 
ensemble work for special projects are included for those to stretch out and 
experience additional musicianship. Note: Each student must have his/her own 
acoustic guitar and the method book requested by the teacher. May take up to 3 
trimesters.

Prerequisite:Guitar I (FA570)

French IntroFL560 Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to French: Begins the study of French with an emphasis on oral 
communication. Students engage in simple conversations, such as greetings 
and introductions, respond to teacher commands and understand and tell 
stories that target key vocabulary words and phrases. Gives students a strong 
background with which to begin French I in the 9th grade. (This is not a 
prerequisite for French I).

German IntroFL570 Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to German: Begins the study of German with an emphasis on oral 
communication. Students engage in simple conversations, such as greetings 
and introductions, respond to teacher commands and understand and tell 
stories that target key vocabulary words and phrases. Gives students a strong 
background with which to begin German I in the 9th grade. (This is not a 
prerequisite for German I).

Spanish IntroFL580 Trimester Credit: 1

Introduction to Spanish: Begins the study of Spanish with an emphasis on oral 
communication. Students engage in simple conversations, such as greetings 
and introductions, respond to teacher commands and understand and tell 
stories that target key vocabulary words and phrases. Gives students a strong 
background with which to begin Spanish I in the 9th grade. (This is not a 
prerequisite for Spanish I).

Fee Approval Required$ 8TH
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Physical EducationPE225 Trimester Credit: 1

Physical Education: Elective co-educational program focusing on the 
fundamentals of fitness and conditioning. Activities include aerobics, individual 
sports, team sports, games, and sports for life. Fee for some activities.

Apparel/DesignBeginTP010 $Trimester Credit: 1

Beginning Apparel and Design: Through a focus on the elements of design as 
applied to apparel design.  Students will explore the history of fashion and how it 
influences fashion today.  Students will explore the elements of design and put 
them into practice through projects.  Students will learn how to effectively use 
and operate a sewing machine, construct items from a pattern, and will learn 
basic mending skills.  FCCLA activities are integrated.

Food/Nutrition-BeginTP020 $Trimester Credit: 1

Beginning Food and Nutrition: Through a focus on food and nutrition, this course 
will help the young adolescent develop knowledge and skills needed to help 
them be more comfortable in the kitchen.  Students will learn to read and 
prepare several recipes, explore nutrition and how it affects our bodies, kitchen 
equipment, halving/doubling recipes, personal finance and decision making.   

 FCCLA activities are integrated.

Child Care - BeginTP025 Trimester Credit: 1

Beginning Child Care: Through a focus on child development, this course will 
help the young adolescent develop knowledge and skills in child development  
and care.  Students will explore the different levels of play in children and  will 
be assigned a baby doll for a week of care.  This course will also include 
developing communications skills, stress management, ways to balance family, 
school, and work.

Tech Fund-ConstructionTP060 $Trimester Credit: 1

Technology Fundamentals - Construction: Topics may include safety, drafting, 
hand and power tools, woodworking and house construction. Construction 
concepts and activities are introduced along with management and production 
practices. Tools, materials, and processes will be stressed. Students will build a 
variety of projects. Safety glasses are required.

Tech Fund-CommunicatTP070 $Trimester Credit: 1

Technology Fundamentals - Communications: Topics may include Graphic 
Design, Desktop Publishing, Digital Imaging, Digital Video, Digital Audio. 

Tech Fund-
Manufacturing

TP080 $Trimester Credit: 1

Technology Fundamentals - Manufacturing: Topics may include Metalworking, 
Standard Building Materials, Welding, Plastics, Robotics, Machining and 
Computer Aided Design and Manufacturing. Students work on design and 
engineering processes, management, material processing and handling, 
marketing, accounting, and mass production. Safety glasses are required.

Fee Approval Required$8TH
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